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Research progress on the relationship between human epiregulin and tumor
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Abstract: Epiregulin (EREG), a member of the epidermal growth factor (EGF) protein superfamily, has been
confirmed to have increased expression in various types of cancer and plays a significant role in the occurrence,
proliferation, migration, invasion, and drug resistance of tumors. Research indicates that EREG, as a ligand of the EGF
family, can bind to corresponding receptors to activate downstream signaling pathways, such as the RAS/RAF/MEK,
JAK/STAT3, and PI3K/AKT pathways, thereby regulating the biological behavior of tumors. Additionally, the role of
EREG in the tumor microenvironment has been elucidated. This provides new directions for studying its role in the
occurrence and therapeutic resistance of cancer. This article comprehensively analyzes the role and mechanism of EREG

in common cancers, providing a reference and theoretical basis for the subsequent search for novel molecular targets.
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1 EREG it

EREG fix #) J& 1 Toyoda %51 7E 1995 4F M /)N i
£ 2 240 i O U5 1Y iR 4 ML & NIH3T3/T7 1Y 4%
PR 3R L R BORaitb g, e R AE KT
(epidermal growth factor, EGF) 25 [ i#8 % il 1 2
—o Bt 46 N EILRUA N — R REEZ K,
T2 5 400 Da, HZ KR T 91 Fl EGF % 5 HoAth b
By LR T 5 B AT 24% ~ 50% (1 — Pk, i T
46 7 S AT 5 R 2 T 2257 4R 5 32 IR 25
B 1R R BR AL, DT S L oA EGF B 5% B 58 1)
A= i M T R A 0 R D 4 RS 5 R DNA 6 1
[ 34 % 30 EREG W2 I - F2 4 M F s 2 248 448 i
MK

N EREG 2 K i T Y 0. {K 4q13.3, 5 4 i EGF
G R 5 25 R0 B A L 22 i BRI AR AR . EREG 2R
1 cDNA f ) 261k g 1 162 />3 KR 20 1l ) 15
3, TR TV T 3 5 R AR 1 B A DX
SRIG PR A Z A EmE AR, R 241504
IR A A RAIE . AR EREG 5 R 2R
K K F 32 1 ErbB Z % B 01 45 &, AI AH I 19 384 0 AH
KAF F P, AT — R I B 4S5 B
W, IEH AR BUIRAS T L EREG ELAT 25 42 B 3
2 L R R PR R BN A3 A DR A A
A A R AR D REY . A S K3k 1Y EREG

AR VEVF 2 R Mg i 1F Jie | 51 2638 EREG 1)
R8O IE R T A 2%, IR L POE EGFR {5 5 2
il s A M B0 i b, BB ARG, X R
EREG 7E % 7 Mg F J& Anyg 7 kb vh By 4%
YEM .

EGF Z G 45 LT LA C B iK : EGF kA=
Al F--a( Transforming growth factor alpha, TGF-a.)
R 45 AR 2 4 K [ -7 (Heparin-binding epidermal
growth factor, HB-EGF) , XU 15 2 (Amphiregulin,
AREG) . B 41l }fl & (Betacellulin, BTC) . & j JH 7 &
(EREG) F1_I Jz 40 i 45 2253 %4 )57 (Epigen, EPGN)
X e EGF 2 I B 03 T 1A 19 45 #) AR i 3 AR 3 5 A7
N-AR Ui {55 K R IX. 28 B AR DR R S A 3 L
I 15 R 23 Sl R A48 S5 25 A, O HL gt 1) B 1
T S A7 AT 2 TR 18 B ErbB 28 i B AR, 245X Lk
Be A 5 A0 R SZ IR 25 G e T8 Sz AR R JR 5 57 8 — 2R
P, Bt J 38 3 A0 B P 25 RS B W IR 1L 175 5 ErbB 5 5
4 %, fd 15 41 Jfd N RAS/RAF/MEK | JAK/STAT3 Al
PI3K/AKT 455 538 3 B 0iE L DA A 3 v 23 400 P
K BT ERR AR ZE DL A AR T, EREG £
%2 55 EGF 2Z Kk EGFR il ErbB4 # 5 ME 45 &, il %
EGFR 1 ErbB4 [ 2 R B R AL , il id 1 I 5 = 1% 5
VLRI iy 200 F fr 15 RN 0 00 1, DA {68 ek 9 440 i
O TE TR A2 2R R LA 1

Bl B A P G AR5 3 0 5 5 1o
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2 EREG 5/JE

5% & B EREG 7Ef@ AR 4 h F ik A
ST, 352 F A TE 1E B 41 S Y A 25 R A1 J af
Y fE b (B AE 2 R0 NS vh 3Rk T, DU AR
MR R PR E AR A", 3 EREG # &M
DLk, B4 AE 2 Fh AU B g 0iE Ik SE EREG K3k |
R B I M 1S 0 RE A1 1 i R A R A R FL R B
RN RN =N, 8 N LK 3N RN = R L i
ZEE IR Sk SRS
2.1 MRBMEAE A

#1511 EREG A1 5 Mg & A O e — 26 5%
AR LR IE . Farooqui %" YE#£ 57 EREG X ZL it 9
T R B B i 5 e v A B, 5 R B FLIR B R
L, FLAR 548 I 029 i EREG 7K S35 m , H. 36 fin iy
EREG B i3 8 15 A% AL FL AR b By 40 i A ot 4 I
-1 0 G802 2F FL IR 1Y & 4E . Nakamura
IR SY & B ET4 KF ETS %% 5 [ 1 3 (E74-like ETS
transcription factor 3, ELF3 )id i~ 8 EREG/EGFR/
mTORC 1 {5 538 310 il B0 44 98 i % J'& . ELF3AE R
JUEL S8 98 %) P9 400 ) B, A R 0 g 20 2 b 28 L5
FNrfg ek RAE . xR W ELF3 fE B 52 8 9%
EREG, i EREG HY @k ‘K 25 5 £ EGFR/mTORC1 F
W, R EREG W IB4% 1Y & A A e #EEH] . Xia
FUOESE A I, EREG 7E 5 i 2 2vh i) 3Rk 5 T8
S AL, A ATTIN Sy R A AR 22 Al s PR 30
HEJ (B EGFR M H: Bt {& EREG Y 50 #3152 W i
U RGNk R ) E R . AW R R R T Lk
b2 U8 Y 2515 S EREG 19 23K T i M i 2F fili
Ak € . Chen U 58 45 2 W | 3-Mi B R OF B
(3-Nitrobenzanthrone, 3-NBA ) f2 55 5, Hp B — PPV 1E
Y, 2R T o o R EU i 40 M EREG R 3R
IR IR S SR R A R . X
Hodr gy WL AT BE & 1 T EREG 1 3-NBA #% 1k 41 Jif
Y i 6k i S T PISK/AKT \MEK/ERK {5 5
W, AN, FHE Y EREG W BEIGE 1L-6 B K3k, 9
38 2k STAT3 34 128 U [R) i a2 Jii s A48 e 19 7 345 i
o ZPIBANIFFR 25 RUE ] T EREG £ 258 T &k
FEURY G RIA R WA, LR M 0 R R 7R
Wk S
2.2 ARHEAFIEIGIA

EREG RE {1 #F i 98 41l fitg 1) 1% E BE 7 . Morato
SEUIBIFSE B, AP RN RO (1) EGFR {5 5 e %
IK SN FL R b R AN 3G . At T 28 0 S5 B0 IE
Ja N R, 2 B A A K PR s, LR Rz 4
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Jil 2 4T3 8K fE 6% < Bt EGFR 55 18 % ok 4 437 1% BR R
A, AT RE A H T A0 M R AR 1Y A1 45 EREG 7R N Y
3 Fh EGFR FL {4 T A 5 19 EGFR B 15 5 e 1 .
X —TF 5% 25 AL 136 1] EREG 77 FL I 4t il v 3 35 7K 7
B, AR 0 B ME S e 4R LR
7 240 Ff ) 388 5 FLAETG . Li S UBE9E & B, EREG 75
"B IR I 30 20 At B s L e
sIRNA i {I% F7 909 40 il 5 19 EREG, Jf: ] CCK-8
R 5 4 R P B BEAR 1, 25 R R W] EREG 23 R 8
U9 A I 1 RO AR R T, 3X ] EREG /&
EEEL IO SIS e & SNDR (SSE RGP agih)
RS 51 o Kumbrink S8V A58 45 W 9 09 1 Js
BRI B B B, p130Crk AHSCIEY) (p130Cas) 5 EREG
FEIRE R E , I H p130Cas i i FR il EREG 19 5%
TR R A ] 45 W e 400 ) G G T A 245 P o A e
Z W B p130Cas 22 i EREG %35 TH i, i £k 1
EREG #F— AR i 25 F e A0 M iy 355 . DRIt mT
% J& 1k 33K p130Cas KA il EREG HY K3k, M
45 Bl i A M HE 5 52 B30 A T REAE IR YT 4
BT 0 — OB A
23 R EHS 2R

EREG £ 45 Fh 2 RUJEAE 1) 5 8 e ik AN U2 it
I T2 240 60 ) 8 B A i A2 ok e 40 M 1 S RS IR 2B
Li LRI UK MIAC 5 15 9 19 56 R 2 B, i
K 4% 9F 4 15 RNA (long-non-coding RNA, IncRNA )
St () T IR MIAC 78 B i i Ji vh BLAT s g . 3
T ML i 23k A0 MIAC 38 1 5 AQP2 4 1 45
4,0 T EREG/EGFR Ml 561551 1% PI3K/AKT Al
MAPK [ 300 , DA 300461 ' 988 4 i 1 S A2 Rk 2
HEEF AL T . X R T EREG 78 B i 41 i 1Y
EBARZE T RIEEZ/EH . Chen FFC IR R B,
e A O BRLAZ 240 e 2 o 28 B R ) EGFR {5
S AR R TR AL AL . R AE Y R Y PR A R
i) 31 B A R A B o R A0 R R S R 4 e AR O Rk
EREG/AREG f4 /I8 AH 5C S A% 240 B, 173X P & EGFR
B A 7 ok 2 38 5 1) 72 50 UM 56 . FOSL2 A hy ik
Je A O PRZ AN R Y B A T T A TR R RE 8
%7 EREG/AREG [ % ik , If- UE W] T FOSL2-EREG/
AREG-EGFR #li 7 {4 51 & 0% {1 #F 0t 25 i 50083 1) 4=
7%, Wang Z522 % Pl EREG 2 [y A1 56 i 21 4 41 fifg
(cancer-associated fibroblasts, CAFs) 4" & b & |- 4
5L, CAFs 11 EREG Y 5 35 5 1 iR 41 i
KB R 1A 25 M RV 22 W TS AH G, EREG 3 i)
JAK2-STAT3 il #1755 CAFs B0 , H-Aefe ik 11 s i
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R 20 0 e A B8 RN AR 28 BT 0 5 1Y L R - a) BT % Ak
(Epithelial-mesenchymal transition, EMT) . Hi Il o]
U, , 45 2 g b 2635 19 EREG 18 1 #01% EGFR 32
PRl VA 38 T AL TR T e A i
HUZZERETT
2.4 ARG AT

EREG 5 S R A5 1 1irf 245 2 g i8Ik
IR E BT . Chen 258 & B, EREG & &
B4k W 9 B X 5-980R 5 BE (5-fluorouracil , 5-FU)
AR 2 . B R BRI A (H,S) BEAE 2 ik g
Jii) B 0L 48 A B R 8 i s A B Y Y B S R RS L S A R
VE 45 g 9 20 M v Y miR-215-5p 175 S i R 5 ik il
(thymidylate synthase, TYMS) Fll EREG [ ik , iX
A S5 W95 AN MO X 5-Fu A3 PR 25 B9 LA, 7] LA
18 1 9 miR-215-5p/EREG/TYMS il 410 1] H,S &
R G X 5-FU AR A5 P it 24, 5 3 1 285 W oa
Y it 22 %F 5-FU B{U . Jehl P98 5% ¢ W], EREG 7
Sk 20158 85 bk 410 Bt 9% (head and neck squamous cell
carcinoma, HNSCC) W (1) i 26318 5 H & 88 0 1) A= A7
WM. £ AR HNSCC 4 i £ P T2k EREG 7] LA
I, EREG [k 38 1 15 48 T2 {f HNSCC X 7l
ZHHAPURIT IR . He 2V B, ZLUIRIE T = #ak
1) EREG il 1 EGFR {5 5 15% Warburg 20 , 3 I
MR B 3 O 2 A0 TN R R R S A 1
SEWE T BE DR (R R, DT 1 M L s 240 o Al 5
HoF 25 . W58 F W], miR-186-3p/EREG i
JE VR i 62 200 T At B TS 24 R SN T A
B S HER T IR A, AT S WH BE A O B UE 525 g i
2% J)M & o Zhang %R F] TCGA ¥4 P2 it 17
GO & S 434T , i v H A 5 EREG 7E N 11 32 /i 24
LN . % P EREG i i3 ERK 15 53 % A4 hn -+ 40
JRLAH I HE PR ) 2Rk, R e T4 XAk 25 19
HCHL . 1 X EREG/ErbB 4 111 1 BE 9% T % ERK {5
T RECT A M AH SR A By R IR, Wi NSCLC
MR 25 . 25 B iR EREG 78 g i it 245 v v
RIEEEAE .

3 EREG 52 fIETT

3.1 EREG 5 W54 b

22501 O I IR FR A T B 17 A R ) v g A
A W12, X R AT TC AR RO 2R R0R
J7 , PR SR 2 bR R o TR AR A
FERMGE UG AL N EZ, Xia LB E i
AU ) EREG FRIA7KF- W] T4R I AR 2 2R
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R b He NG 7S, 3 B EREG 19283k K- 5 b9
SR Wy R R R TNM 23359 (F0 436 5 4 96 i
o RN R LSS R R G A RS ) R A A A
X, EFEAMIEREG 5 TNM 43 1EAH G , 3 13 9 Fif
B FE RN, EREG Y 22 15 7K -t il e 1 g
BAL it AT LK EREG 1R o B i 5 30 912 Wb 76 ) o
Cai 25T H 4 45 £ R0 B AR I 375 A0 JEF B op
EREG (1) %35 K J5 & B, 40 i 98 34 1) EREG
KOV 525 i TR . PRLE AT DA 8K EREG /K F
VE Ry — Bl 800 A= W br 75, Bl B 98 1 L 2
Wr . {H 75 20 = 002, 76 8 40 L R HepG2 Al
HUH7 " @K EREG , I BB A5 {2 U 41 i 34 58 FnaE A% |
TO S A0 SR 0 A A B T, SR S A R
i ggg A= 4 R o A IS 0K o B R ) D R T
e TER S I 200 i 15 57 S5 A T M DL 52 4 A4 i 98 7k
PRHE 4% R 2 ) B2 2% A AR ECVE T, o Tl e P
F EREG I fE A 22 R (o 15 AR A [R] fif e 41 it 25 754
W R A R IE ]
3.2 EREG 5 M4 77

Liu 252178 X} HNSCC [ 58 b & B, EREG fE
Sk — i 2 P #E HNSCC Hh ) 263k e 35 R, il ad
#% EGFR T i 9 ERK {5 538 37 5 08 7e 0 3L X
c-Myec Hy ik MIMAE #E HNSCC iy kA4 . IF Him 2
KM EREG iR & B E RN R AU . [FEHA] % 3 e
#3519 EREG 5 EGFR 5 J2 18 8 Je IR YT 48R
HIEMKE . X F&B EREG B33k 1] LIVE A IR A7
T ) A= bR B . A 5T & B, 7 KRAS 2878
) NSCLC it EREG S Bl i 2 RS, I T
EREG /& KRAS % 7% () NSCLC 41 fitl v B 85 KRAS
5O I SR AR, 2 siRNA /319 EREG il
IG5 BEAE I il KRAS ZE4% () NSCLC 41 Jifd i) A 1 9F:
WS T X % B M R EREG 1 LUAE AR T
NSCLC iy —Fpit £, A5 3 J A K N 32 AR 1% 2
PR % B #0 ll 7 (epidermal growth factor receptors-
tyrosine kinase inhibitors, EGFR-TKIs) %5 1k 77 25 %)
X NSCLC G Y7 A1 30, (H i AR 23 51 i AR Ak i 2
XA IE 2 M NSCLC 8 #IR 7 R I ASE T Y = %
JRIA . Ma ZFPUHF5E % B, EREG i i #K#t ErbB2 1)
77 X% S EGFR/ErbB2 5 — RAK ML AL, #4005 F i
PI3K/AKT {55 53 % M M BH 1 EGFR-TKIs 1753 1) 4
JHLJE T, ARG 40 il % EGFR-TKIs B9 50Uk, PRt
#10] EREG R % A 25 Al DAk 7 245 T 24 1 1) [ T

988 T 35 5% (tumor microenvironment, TME ) {E
NS R G TE R O e v ke 3 e
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YERT, #010) TME ] DR RE AT A, T
20 if L PR 2 R AR MR B e AR it 2, ¥ ] TME L
L B 1) g A MR R 4R R AR A R T AR,
Wang 35VR IAEIR YT 240119 TME HeReRe S 4 5 )
EREG 1E K — A6 0T LLR & 48 S A VA T 4L
Ho W B B AR 2 0T ST R 2517 T A M
& AR S AN AT A b 2 ) 1) ] R o 4 0 T
30 BRI S AH G A1 M R TS ) TME , 111 32 5
) TME 22 W3- I I 6y 7 it 251 . EREG IF &= %
Ao R AR R A e s Lo 2 — L FE 52
0 1) L O 40 B v S SRR L i AT BRI T B M A AR
K IRE S T Bk EREG RE % 35 98 g X167 19 i
R, I FLX R A T7 50 T DL 32 B T A [ S
Jo . WF9E R B EREG 2 4E TME 1) CAFs Al i
Jed AH ¢ B I 41 (tumor-associated macrophages,
TAMs) H &3R5, SR U T 983 41 B (1) EREG S 52
EGFR-TKI (W HURAE , M i TAMs 742 (1) EREG 75
5 Jili 965 40 M9 XF EGFR-TKIs 7= A i 25 . [R it , 40 [i)
TAMs H' i) EREG RE 5 Sy Jia ik (1912 W Fa T 3 ke
AL o T JLARAE A IR T A el
1T 6] TAMs DA il Fofoed i R A7 2 AR 22 [ 9 Ah 223
BT . E—4 T it EREG 78 IRg 12 50 28 21 it
i 240 v 2 38 R AR L AT AR AR X AN [ 9
JiE A (AT YR YT o

4 NEERE

i 98 2 4 Bk A5 UL B2 T IR IE RN ERE BT Y
FEJFEN ., FLF58 £ EREG 555 =ik 598/
28 ffa il s S5 22 I ges 1) 4B R R DA % | g il ad
W EGFR AH G5 5 38 [ 2 5 i 7 40 B 1) 38 B i
% RZERN 25 S A ) 2f it A . iogd BB B X kT 25
P 25 & R B0 SR T R 22 WA 1 E 2R
PR I 2075 98 32 B 1) 26 0 s 75 0 A X T 245
BILH R 767 R0 s Rl B i 24, AT 12 o= g £ 1Y)
HEAERMBGE TR

UL AR SR, £F X TME (93697 %2 812 6 7E , 1M
TME H () — S8 B 4323 52 i e 2B 5 6 ARy 7 A )
TRYT FREEIRTT I BURME . COUESE EREG A A9 i
Jea E J S i TME HP (14 I A0 . 2T 24 440 i 0 9
FHOC B WAL [ 43 W sk 25 40 W R = A 1, Hob ey
ik 98 A G L 5 441 iE R %) EREG AT LAAE 7 EGFR-
TKIs G ¥7 NSCLC i — A8 9 8 o5 . PR, X
EGFR-TKIs Tif 25 () NSCLC i % 1l L % [& M sk />
TAMs Z24E Fl TAMs #6305 3% — 1 FE R T Fmg AT
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{H TME Jf&— 5 2= 1 sh 25 W 2%, AR [ Herp B —
40 i B3 B B — 7 T AN BB A A5 i R R X
BT R, 30 T B 3k 28 B oy i — 2 1 F 5 oy
Br % TME #0697 5 A7 VA 65 R ok DA i 8
F BT R . [, EREG 1R R iy 7 8 ik 7 22
paeiivlli7 Nante S el K ey d VIR SR g i
RAIRSE EREG WFE AL , 507 el o & o
% EREG 5 5 M40 il 570 ok FH 1 s (3697, o e
S IR RIS B2 A S e A S B
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