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Effect of intercostobrachial and anterior thoracic nerve protection on postoperative complica-

tions in breast cancer patients

HUANG Sheng-chao', LI Jia-lun’, QIU Pu', LI Jian-wen', ZHANG Yuan-qi'* (1. Affiliated Hospital of Guangdong
Medical University, Zhanjiang 524000, China; 2.Guangdong Medical University, Zhanjiang 524023, China)

Abstract: Objective

postoperative complications in breast cancer patients. Merhods

To observe the effect of intercostobrachial and anterior thoracic nerve protection on

Clinical data of 290 cases underwent modified radical

mastectomy were retrospectively analyzed, 172 receiving intercostobrachial and anterior thoracic nerve protection

(observation group)and 118 not (control group). Postoperative complications such as limb edema, skin paresthesia and chest

atrophy were compared between two groups. Results Compared with control group, limb edema (11.6% vs 39.8%), skin

paresthesia (5.8% vs 22.0%) and chest atrophy (3.5% vs 26.2%) were fewer in observation group (P<0.01). Conclusion

The protection of intercostobrachial and anterior thoracic nerves during modified radical mastectomy can reduce

postoperative limb edema, skin paresthesia and chest atrophy.
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