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Genotyping of hepatitis ¢ virus in patients with chronic hepatitis C in western Guangdong

MO Fan', LI Yao-cai’, HONG Yong-yu®, HAN Huan-qin' (1. Department of Infectious Diseases, Affiliated Hospital of
Guangdong Medical University, Zhanjiang 524001, China; 2. Department of Infectious Diseases, Maoming People's Hospital,
Maoming 525000, China; 3. Department I of Infectious Diseases, Yangjiang Public Health Hospital, Yangjiang 529500, China)

Abstract: Objective To investigate the genotyping distribution of hepatitis C virus (HCV) and its relation to infection
routes in patients with chronic hepatitis C (CHC) in western Guangdong. Methods The genotyping of serum HCV in 521
CHC patients was performed using PCR-reverse dot blot hybridization. The relationship between HCV genotyping and
infection routes was also analyzed in 112 CHC patients. Results Six genotypes were detected, of which 6a, 1b, 3b, 3a, 1a, and
2a occurred in 224, 130, 108, 32, 14, and 13 cases, respectively. Genotypes 1b and 2a were more common in older patients
aged =60 years compared with young and middle-aged ones (P<0.01 or 0.05). Among 112 patients with definite transmission
routes, intravenous drug was the most common, with prominent genotypes of 6a and 3b (77.1%); and blood transfusion was
next, with major genotype of 1b (83.3%). Conclusion Genotype 6a of HCC is predominant, and intravenous drug may be the
main infection route in CHC patients in western Guangdong. Genotype 1b is common in older patients and transfusion-
infected patients.

Key words: hepatitis C virus; genotype; infection route
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