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Clinical efficacy of combined XELIRI and radiotherapy in locally advanced rectal cancer
XIE Mei-qiang, ZHANG Dan, TU Hai-xuan, WU Yan-bo (Department of Oncology, Zhanjiang Central People’s Hospital,

Zhanjiang 524037, China)

Abstract: Objective To compare the effect of combined XELIRI (capecitabine plus irinotecan) versus 5-FULV (5-

fluorouracil plus levoleucovorin) and radiotherapy in locally advanced rectal cancer (LARC). Methods Eighty-seven LARC
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cases were randomly treated with XELIRI + radiotherapy (study group, n=44) and 5-FULV + radiotherapy (control group,

n=43). Clinical efficacy and adverse reactions were compared between two groups. Results Rates of pathological complete

remission, radical removal and anal preservation were comparable between two groups (P>0.05). Hand foot syndrome,

myelosuppression and diarrhea were lower in study group than in control group (P<0.05), while no statistical difference in

nausea and vomiting was present between two groups (P>0.05). Conclusion Both XELIRI + radiotherapy and 5-FULV +

radiotherapy are effective in LARC, with fewer adverse reactions in the former regimen.
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