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Cancellation of routine skin test for cephalosporin antibiotics in a tertiary A hospital in Guangdong

Province

WANG Yan, LIN Ya-jing, LIANG Hai-ming, CAI Wei-ming (Department of Pharmacy, the Affiliated Hospital of
Guangdong Medical University, Zhanjiang 524001, China)

Abstract: Objective To explore the effect of the cancellation of routine skin test for cephalosporin antibiotics. Methods
The cephalosporin skin test data of the Affiliated Hospital of Guangdong Medical University from October 2014 to September
2022 were collected. The skin test rate and ADR incidence before (October 2014 to September 2018) and after the cancellation
of routine skin test (October 2018 to September 2022) were statistically analyzed. Results ~ After the cancellation of routine
skin test for cephalosporin antibiotics, the skin test rate decreased from 99.7% to 9.7%, and the cost of cephalosporin skin test
was saved by 3 693 113.85 yuan. There were no statistical differences in the incidences of immediate allergic reaction and
severe allergic reactions differences before and after the cancellation of skin test (P>0.05). After the cancellation of the routine
skin test, the number of the users of cefotetan that require skin test as indicated in the package insert decreased from 10 224
to 8 671, and the skin test rate decreased from 100.0% to 48.8%. The incidences of immediate allergic reactions before and
after canceling skin testing were no statistically different (P>0.05). Conclusion The cancellation of routine skin test for
cephalosporin antibiotics can lower hospital costs and patient medical expenses and alleviate the workload of medical staff,
without increasing the risks of allergic reactions.
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